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2024 Japan University English Model United Nations
at Notre Dame Seishin University

Thomas Fast

Department of English Language and Literature
Keywords: Internationalization, global competencies development, student involvement

Introduction
The Model United Nations (MUN) is a g

gathering of students, who roleplay UN delegates,
and share opinions on a designated global issue, often
linked to the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). The Japan University English Model
United Nations (JUEMUN) conference was first held at
Notre Dame Seishin University in 2022. 2024 JUEMUN
was held at NDSU from June 28th to 30th, along with
important side events as part of the conference. JUEMUN 2024 was a UNESCO General Assembly on
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). The conference was divided into three Rooms: Green
Education, Peace Education, and Education for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).
Japanese and international students from 10 universities attended, including three from overseas:
MacEwan College of Alberta, Canada, Ukrainian Catholic University, and a German delegation from
North Rhine Westphalia. All together 163 student participants from the following 16 different nations

(about 27% international delegates overall) took part:

Japan Hong Kong Myanmar
China Germany Indonesia
Sweden Republic of Congo Peru

S. Korea Canada Singapore
Poland Ukraine

Thailand Philippines

JUEMUN 2024 achieved several firsts including: The attendance of the Mayor and members of
Okayama City Hall, hosting students from overseas with Seishin families, Culture Tours organized by

English Department students in Dr. Fast's seminar, and more.



Host Families and Culture Tours

Tuesday, June 25th, the Canadian and
Ukrainian students arrived in Okayama and
began their weeklong homestays with the families
of NDSU students, mostly from the English
Department. On Wednesday June, 26th and
Thursday June 27th, the Ukrainian and
Canadian delegates and their faculty members
were divided into groups and taken on Culture

Tours to Hiroshima and Kurashiki by Dr. Fast’s

seminar students. R

On the Hiroshima Tour, students first visited Miyajima before going to the Peace Park. Visiting
both sites was all the more meaningful given the presence of the Ukrainians, so relaxed, happy and “at
peace’ at the Itsukushima Shrine World Heritage site, and then brought back to reality when they saw
the images of nuclear destruction at the Peace Museum. One of the students compared the photos at the
museum with those of the destroyed shopping mall just across the street from her family home, which
had on her phone. Meanwhile at Kurashiki, students had the opportunity to stroll the Bikan District, visit
local shops and museums, and experience traditional culture like taking a canal ride and wearing yukata.
Both trips were very well-organized by the student guides and went smoothly.

JUEMUN 2024 was the perfect opportunity for local families to take part in a weeklong
experience hosting students from Germany, Canada and the Ukraine. The results were beyond our

expectations. The following quote from an NDSU student who hosted a Ukrainian reveals the deep

impact the experience had for her:

Honestly, I felt like the war in Ukraine was another people's affair because it happened
in an extremely remote country... However, the situation changed...I have friends in Ukraine
...From this experience I consider interaction with people from different countries can create

thoughtfulness and peace.

The hosting and culture tour experiences were extremely meaningful for the NDSU students. It was
a way for them to reflect on cultural issues and their own values and beliefs about themselves and others.
Professor Protsyk of the Ukrainian Catholic University, thanked the NDSU students and organizers for giving

her students “a week of peace.” There were many tears as they boarded the bus for Okayama Airport.

JUEMUN 2024

The conference began with an Opening Ceremony featuring speeches from President Sister
Aoi Tsuda, Okayama City Mayor Masao Omori, Keynote Speaker Dr. Halyna Protsyk, Dr. Fast and the
Secretary Generals. Then the sessions began. Over the next three days, delegates engaged in the Model
UN process. All together, the delegates passed 12 resolutions, which have been uploaded to https://
juemun.org/archives/juemun-2024/. Copies of the resolutions were also sent to the Okayama City

Department of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).



Germans Visit City Hall

Another feature of the JUEMUN 2024
Conference was the deepening of our relationship
with the German Delegation. At City Hall,
the students met Met Vice Mayor Takenaka
Masahiro and his staff, along with members of the

Departments of International Affairs and Education

for Sustainable Development. Vice Mayor
Takenaka gave an impressive welcome speech in German, followed by presentations about Okayama
and its international relations, as well as its activities related to ESD and the SDGs. The German students
then presented on the City of Cologne and their university programs, in which they are currently
training to be public servants. In the end, it was a very successful meeting. It was followed up by a
similar visit by Dr. Fast and his seminar students to Cologne in September. The Germany exchange is
another example of how the MUN can have a ripple effect and lead to additional international education

opportunities and relationships that extend beyond the three day conference.

Delegates’ Reflections on JUEMUN

The NDSU delegates were given a survey after the conference. All respondents (n=13/16)
reported either having a good or excellent experience. Feelings of accomplishment, increased English
skills, and making new friends, were noted in the delegates’ comments. In fact all respondents (except
those graduating), said they would like to participate in a future MUN conference. Perhaps the best way
to capture the students: impressions of the JUEMUN experience is through the words of the participants.

Below are quotations by students serving in various positions in the conference:

What I learned from JUEMUN is that I can speak English more than I thought.
JUEMUN was my first experience of being in a place where everyone spoke in English. Before
JUEMUN, I had no confidence in my speaking skill at all. Now my motivation to study English
is to be like other skillful delegates...JUEMUN is a fun event... We need to spread this great
experience to other future delegates.

(I1st Time Delegate)

I enjoyed interacting with many students and helped a lot of students who joined for
the first time. From these experiences, helping people enables me to not only encourage them
but also improve myself I am not afraid of doing challenges whatever I want to, which leads to
discovering new possibilities...

(Experienced Delegate)

Through this JUEMUN, I learned a lot about the topic and myself...I jumped into the
field of peace studies...It has greatly helped to reflect the current and past wars and also how
they have been taught, particularly in Japan. In regard to chairing...I actually realized that I

became a Senpai...I was relied on by Kohais, which actually makes me feel my self-growth...



In retrospect, my entire MUN experience has been the center of my school life. Through the
MUN, I was able to broaden my own perspectives, have better communication, and build nice
relationships with my classmates, as well as improve my English comprehension. I think my
MUN experience has become one of the most important parts of my life.

(Chair)

Regarding the conference content, all respondents felt they gained significant knowledge of the issues

discussed, as can be seen from the survey comments below:

Children in Angola have to fetch water to serve their family and their livestock instead of going
to schools. They tend to drop out...I tried to think of solutions for not only developed countries
but also developing countries, getting ideas from other delegates helped me raise my awareness

and find out a lot of interesting strategies..

I learned about my country, Vietnam. There are a lot of good things for green education in
Vietnam, more than I expected. I wanted to connect with art works and education. Because
I believe that art is one of the significant educational tools for especially young generations.
According to UNESCO, “Arts education also has deep, long-term benefits for learners. It helps
to meet the diverse learning needs of children, paves the way for life-long learning and fosters
cultural diversity, which include advanced learning outcomes and the acquisition of new skills,
benefiting learners of all ages.” I was impressed with that and I researched a lot with my

interest. I can use that if I become a teacher.

I learned that teaching or leading others were very hard, and sometimes I felt irritated or frustrated.

Through preparation and the conference. I could understand how hard it was to take responsibility.

Conclusion

From the reflections above we can see how the JUEMUN experience impacts participants. First
time delegates often notice their English improvement, and perhaps gain a little confidence. Experienced
delegates collaborate better with international delegates, and help those with less experience. Chairs
become leaders and understand the range of ways that MUN has impacted them. We can see from
the students’ own words the direct value that the Model UN has had in developing their English
communication, thinking skills, knowledge of local and global issues, confidence, leadership ability, and
more. The additional experiences of the home stays, the attendance by Mayor at the conference, and the
German delegation’s visit to City Hall are further evidence of the positive impacts that JUEMUN 2024
had beyond the conference, in providing international experiences for the volunteers and local families,
connections with the city and further opportunities for international exchange.

The JUEMUN 2024 organizers would like to thank all those many people who contributed,
particularly student leaders, but also the NDSU faculty and administrators, volunteers, host families,
partner universities, and everyone who made the conference a success. We ask for your continued
support in sustaining the valuable resource that is the Model United Nations at Notre Dame Seishin

University for generations to come.
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